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Introduction

Over the past five years, increased levels of political commitment and additional sources of funding have made it possible to expand or upscale the support of HIV and AIDS interventions, giving Malaysia an important opportunity to accelerate the national response to the epidemic. 
The National Strategic Plan on HIV/AIDS 2006 – 2010 is now coming to an end. The 2008 and 2010 UNGASS Country Progress Reports identified numerous gaps and challenges currently present in the national response to HIV and AIDS. However, these reports also recognised the significant progress and positive developments which have occurred in the last few years which have addressed critical issues such as harm reduction interventions, affordable and accessible treatment and voluntary counselling and testing.  

The understanding of the local epidemic has also improved, particularly amongst most at risk populations such as injecting drug users, female and male sex workers, transgender persons and men who have sex with men, due to the increased availability of bio-behavioural surveillance data and finds as a result of operational research. The past two years have seen a number of pioneering studies and research being carried out by academic researchers, civil society organisations and government bodies.
Prevention and treatment programmes have also been found to be more effective when operating in an enabling environment which does not stigmatise and discriminate against those most at risk and those affected. The experience from the previous five years has also shown that creating and maintaining a better understanding of HIV are essential to reduce vulnerability, stigma and discrimination. It is also necessary to establish and maintain an enabling public policy and legal environment which is supportive to HIV programmes and interventions as well as respecting human dignity, gender and sexuality.
Better information sharing, particularly on the outcome and result of research and surveys conducted with MARPs such as Behavioural Surveillance Surveys (BSS) as well as Integrated Bio-Behavioural Surveillance (IBBS) studies, is needed to assist in improving the overall understanding of risk behaviour and vulnerabilities as well as instituting a culture of evidence based interventions as part of the response to the epidemic. 

The lessons learnt and experience gained in the implementation and monitoring of NSP 2006 – 2010 have also shown that there are opportunities which now exist to strengthen political commitment of all stakeholders; to achieve greater harmonisation, coordination and alignment; maintain and sustain high levels of funding; to achieve greater programme coverage, effectiveness, and efficiency; and to continue the provision of affordable treatment to those who need it. 

The next National Strategy on HIV should be able to sustain and build upon the abovementioned achievements and commitments, address concerns and identified gaps as well as respond more effectively to the needs identified by its stakeholders, especially those of civil society and most at risk communities.  The Report of the Commission on AIDS in Asia has clearly demonstrated that prevention among most at risk populations should be the number one priority for AIDS responses in most of the Asia-Pacific region. 
The National Strategy on HIV and AIDS 2010 – 2015 intends to build upon the achievements and progress made during implementation of the previous strategic framework as well as address emerging issues and challenges which threaten the sustainability of the abovementioned gains, particularly new HIV infections amongst most at risk populations.. It is also intended to guide Malaysia towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals, UNGASS and Universal Access targets.

This roundtable discussion will reflect on the achievements and challenges of the NSP on HIV/AIDS 2006 – 2010, share new information and developments in the national AIDS response, as well as brief stakeholders on the new National Strategy on HIV and AIDS 2011 – 2015.  This meeting is organised by the UN annually and provides a neutral and impartial platform allowing for government and non-government stakeholders to engage in open, critical and constructive dialogue on the development and progress of the Malaysian HIV epidemic.

Date
24 – 25 November 2010
Objectives

· To provide a platform for government and non-government stakeholders to discuss current developments in the response to HIV in Malaysia. 

· To share the findings, observations and current information obtained through various research initiatives on most at risk populations.
Expected Outputs
· Development of roundtable discussion proceedings which would be used as part of the reference material used in the development of a report on the Achievements and Challenges in Implementation of the National Strategic Plan on HIV/AIDS 2006 – 2010.
Meeting participants:



· Government stakeholders (representatives from relevant Ministries and government departments)
· Non-government stakeholders (NGOs, Malaysian AIDS Council and its partner organisations)

· UN agencies (WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA, UNDP and IIGH - UNU) 
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